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Matthew 21:1-11 

April 5, 2020 

 

                  He Comes 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

➢ Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

o That was quiet…maybe you responded at home with, “Hosanna in the 

highest heaven!”  maybe you didn’t.   

▪ If you didn’t respond don’t feel bad, we don’t have the same 

energy buzzing around while we are not gathered together. 

• This week though, instead of looking out over this empty 

sanctuary and lamenting the fact that you all are not here, I 

find myself welcoming that fact. 

o I do still miss gathering, don’t get me wrong, it is just 

that worshipping in this way changes all sorts of 

things. 

▪ This week I think it takes us out of our “normal” 

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion and slows 

us down. 

• And I think that’s okay…maybe even 

helpful. 

 

➢ Helpful because I often have wondered if combining these two events, Jesus’ 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and the events of the coming week 

concluding with Christ’s Passion, forces us to move too quickly beyond the 

beginning of this week, the beginning of this part of the story. 

o There were all sorts of liturgical rationales that led to the decision to 

combine Palm Sunday with what has become known as Passion 

Sunday. 

▪ One of the biggest reasons was practical in that many folks could 

not find the time to come to the various Holy Week services. 

• So many people missed the opportunity to walk through 

this upcoming week, missed the entirety of the story. 
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o Moving from triumphal entry right to glory, thus 

missing the tone of the crowd as it shifts from 

“Hosanna!” to “Crucify him!” just a few short days 

later. 

 

➢ When we miss that shift, we miss recognizing a part of ourselves in those 

crowds from nearly 2000 years ago. 

o You see, those crowds wanted something, they expected something, 

those cheers of “Hosanna”, are a plea for rescue. 

▪ It comes from an Aramaic word meaning save, rescue, or savior. 

• These crowds are looking for the Messiah, they are looking 

for someone to save them from their current 

situation…Roman occupation. 

o Are we really any different? 

▪ Don’t we long for a strong God who will come 

charging into whatever dire situation we find 

ourselves in, saving the day? 

• Whether that situation is an illness, the 

loss of a job, the impending death of a 

loved one we are in no way ready to face, 

or maybe even a pandemic. 

 

➢ If there is anything, we have learned about the way God works though, I 

think it might be that God does not necessarily work in the ways we think He 

should, or sometimes even want Him to. 

o We know that to be true. 

▪ God is not our genie, kept neatly in a bottle to be let out when 

we need something, we do not get to impose our way, our 

human way onto the divine actions of God. 

• Can we really be that fickle?  As fickle as the crowds 

welcoming Jesus as the one who will rescue them, who 

later reject Jesus’ offer not of rescue, but of redemption? 

o Yes, we can, yes, we are. 

 

➢ I don’t say that to condemn anyone, or to stir up any feelings of Lutheran 

guilt, but instead, as a reminder that God chooses. 
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o God chooses another way, a way that more often than not doesn’t look 

like our human understanding of things. 

▪ Instead of swooping in to save the day like some superhero, God 

works more quietly than that. 

• God chooses to meet us in our vulnerability, God accepts 

us in our weakness, loves us when we feel unlovable, 

redeems us even while we remain sinners. 

o Jesus comes for us, all of us, whether we hail him as 

Messiah, or our cries turn to “crucify him!” 

 

➢ This is the world God has come into, this is our world God has come into.  In 

our reading, verse 10, it says, “When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city 

was in turmoil.” 

o Does it feel like our world is in turmoil? 

▪ It does to me…the world feels like nothing I have ever 

experienced before.   

• We can see it; we can feel it in the way we go about our 

daily lives.  We have a stay at home order from the 

Governor; when was the last time we endured something 

like that?   

o Work is different, recreation is different, shopping is 

different, school is different, church is different. 

▪ All for the sake of our neighbor. 

• We stop gathering to help stop the 

spread of an illness, maybe not for us, but 

for the most vulnerable in our 

communities. 

o If these days don’t feel like turmoil, 

I’m not sure what would…nothing 

else in my lifetime. 

 

➢ So, Palm Sunday is different.  

o Last week I talked about how our normal has changed; faith 

communities should be standing in solidarity with best practices, for 

the sake of the community. 
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▪ Our right to gather is not being infringed upon, but rather, we 

are being called to gather in a way that minimizes the risks to all. 

• It is different, Palm Sunday is different.  Thank you for 

gathering with us online this day, as we welcome Christ 

into the city of Jerusalem, into a community in turmoil. 

 

➢ Our story this morning comes from Matthew’s Gospel, but I want to lift up a 

verse from this same story in Luke’s. 

o Chapter 19 verse 40, Jesus is told by some Pharisees to silence the 

crowds, for them to stop their shouts of acclamation, Jesus answers, “I 

tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

▪ You see our ability to gather, to proclaim, “Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord!”  and to respond, “Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!”  does not affect the coming of the Lord. 

• Even when we cannot gather together, Jesus comes, he 

comes to a people who are in turmoil, he comes to bring 

life and to bring it abundant! 

o And when our Sanctuaries remain silent, the very 

stones cry out, “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

▪ Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


