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    For a Time Such as This 

 

Grace you and peace from God our Father and the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

➢ He is risen!  He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

o One of my favorite Easter morning greetings! 

▪ And a welcome change from my normal morning routine these days. 

• I’m not sure about you, but I find myself many mornings 

checking in on the current status of the effects of Covid 19. 

o Something one of my Seminary professors’ calls checking 

in on the work of death. 

 

➢ You know what that is right? 

o We check the news listings and see just how much further this pandemic has 

spread, how many more confirmed cases, how many more people have died, 

and we know that those numbers are going to rise.   

▪ Who has died?  Anyone we personally know?  Anyone who was in the 

public eye?   

• What work has death done? 

 

➢ Wasn’t that what the two Mary’s were doing going to the tomb that morning? 

o We understand from the other Gospels that they were going with spices to 

anoint the body. 

▪ Jesus had been buried late that Friday evening, it had to be quick 

because the next day was the Sabbath, and the body hadn’t been 

properly prepared for burial. 

• So, Mary and Mary were going to the tomb to check on the work 

of death.   

 

➢ But things didn’t go as they had planned. 

o You know this story, Jesus isn’t there, the tomb is empty. 

▪ The angel tells them to not be afraid, reminds them that Jesus already 

told them he would rise again, and to tell the disciples he would see 

them in Galilee. 

• And then they meet him, they meet Jesus himself and says, 

“Greetings!” 

o I suppose a natural way to say hello; I mean the last time 

they saw this guy he had just died and was laid in a tomb, 



and now he comes back like nothing happened… 

“Greetings!” 

▪ Except that word translated as “Greetings!” is 

actually the word cai,rete which is from the word 

cairw and doesn’t really mean greetings, but instead 

means to be in a state of happiness. 

• Or rejoice! 

 

➢ In these circumstances, of talking to a dead man, maybe rejoice is a strange sort of 

greeting, unless… 

o Unless, that man is no longer dead. 

▪ Unless they remember that this is what Jesus said was going to happen; 

unless they remember hearing the angel just moments before telling 

them that Jesus has been raised, “as he said.” 

• Then, under those circumstances, in that context, the work of 

death has been defeated. 

o Then, rejoice!  It seems the perfect response! 

 

➢ “Do not be afraid” Jesus goes on to tell them. 

o “Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

▪ There is still work to be done, and fear is not conducive to doing that 

work. 

• Fear cripples, it holds us, keeps us from the work of 

proclamation… 

o “Do not be afraid.”  Jesus tells them, and while we could 

certainly understand if they are afraid, they did what Jesus 

asked of them, so they must have put their fears aside, at 

least for a little while. 

 

➢ We know what fear is too don’t we? 

o We are living in a fearful time; a time when the work of death is in front of us 

everywhere we look. 

▪ The economy, job market, job retention, recession, scarcity, loss, virus, 

illness, and death itself; these, while always being present, have moved 

into the forefront of our news, of our thoughts, of our reality.   

• And I don’t want to dwell on this stuff, not today, but I need to 

mention it. 

o Remember our Lenten Devotional a number of pastors and 

I put together for our congregations?  It was based on the 

book of Esther and entitled For a Time Such as This 



▪ I need to mention it today, because it was for a time 

such as this that the resurrection story matters all 

that much more. 

• For life amidst death, for life conquering 

death. 

 

➢ It is for a time such as this, this pandemic, here in this place, and all around the 

globe, where the empty cross, the empty tomb stand even more starkly in contrast to 

a world consumed by fear and by death, by the work of death. 

o It is for a time such as this that the “No!” of the world is met and conquered 

by the resounding “YES!” of God. 

▪ Yes, to love and life and all they have to offer this world in need. 

• Easter is about life, new life, it is about relationship, 

reconciliation, it is about the ongoing work of Jesus Christ. 

o It is for a time such as this when the work of death is met 

with the work of life and life abundant…and death loses! 

▪ He is risen! 

• He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

o Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


