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        Troubled Hearts 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

➢ This is a pretty well known piece of scripture we have this morning, I’m sure 

you recognize at least a part of it, and if you were to think where the last 

time you heard John 14, it might have been at a funeral. 

o This is a text we use to bring hope in the midst of sadness. 

▪ A text that assures us of the place we have prepared for us, not 

only us, but our loved ones who have gone before us as well. 

• And when we feel lost, like Thomas, “How can we know the 

way?”  those words of Jesus comfort us, “I am the way, and 

the truth, and the life.” 

o I would like to think they comforted the disciples 

Jesus was talking to also. 

 

➢ This exchange happens at a pivotal moment in John’s Gospel. 

o This is the night in which he was betrayed, this farewell discourse, 

which lasts for four chapters comes right after Jesus tells Peter that he 

will deny him three times.   

▪ Peter, the rock, the unofficial spokesperson of the disciples, if 

they had a leader, this would be the guy; Peter has just said he 

would lay down his life for Jesus, Jesus responds, “Will you lay 

down your life for me?  Very truly, I tell you, before the cock 

crows, you will have denied me three times.” 

• Imagine how Peter must have felt, imagine how the rest of 

the disciples must have felt. 

o They have devoted a few years of their lives to Jesus’ 

teaching, following him, accepting him as their rabbi, 

and to be told the most outspoken one of them will 

turn his back on Jesus? 

▪ The disciples certainly need comforting after 

being told that where Jesus is going, they 

cannot follow. 



 

➢ “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”   

o Comforting words, “Don’t worry” 

▪ Jesus knows the depth of their fear, he knows they are confused, 

he knows they are wondering what is happening to both Jesus 

and to themselves. 

• “I’m going, but I’m coming back to take you to the place 

I’ve prepared for you. 

o These dwelling places Jesus mentions, sometimes 

called rooms, or mansions, might be better 

understood as abodes, connected to abide, about 

being with Jesus. 

▪ And being without Jesus is really where their 

anxiety is coming from. 

 

➢ Philip wants more, “Show us the Father and we will be satisfied.” 

o Jesus answers, “Really Philip?  Don’t you get it yet?  I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me…if that is too much at least believe in the 

works.” 

▪ You’ve seen the miracles: water to wine; the healings; feeding of 

the 5000; walking on water; giving sight to the blind man; the 

raising of Lazarus. 

• These amazing things they had witnessed Jesus doing, God 

doing through Jesus; these and more, Jesus promises they 

will in fact do themselves through him.   

 

➢ We’re going to bring all this together here now. 

o I often talk about the now and the not yet of the kingdom of God, the 

kingdom of heaven; how the not yet is that place that Jesus will take us 

to, that place where we trust and hope in that our loved ones who 

have gone before us now safely and securely reside with Jesus. 

▪ That is the power of this message we hear at funeral or memorial 

services, that our loved ones have a room, a dwelling place, that 

they now abide with Jesus, resting in the promises of life and life 

abundant, forever. 

• That place we too will know fully one day when we are 

called to our heavenly home. 



o But… 

▪ The now part of that invites us to live that abundant life now, it is 

the promise that Jesus as the good shepherd gave us in last 

week’s reading, “I came that they might have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

• We live that abundant life when we share the love of God 

in Christ Jesus with one another, that is when the kingdom 

of God comes near, that is when we get glimpses of the 

not yet in the now. 

 

➢ And those works, that list I mentioned just a little bit ago, we are going to do 

greater works than those? 

o I’ve tried turning water into wine…haven’t been able to do it, I am fond 

of saying that I must have missed miracle day at Seminary, I never 

learned those works. 

▪ But this discourse also follows Jesus washing the feet of his 

disciples, it follows the giving of the new commandment to love 

one another. 

• What if “greater works than these”, takes a little reframing 

in our minds. 

o Because I have washed the feet of another, I have 

offered a cup of water to someone in thirst, I have 

seen what loving another person can do, the power 

that exists in those works…and it is great! 

▪ This isn’t about me, it isn’t about what I do but 

rather about what we do, how we live in this 

world, how we engage with our neighbors. 

• I’m not alone in having partaken in these 

greater works than these; you too know 

what it means to serve another; our 

mission statement here at Trinity: We 

Serve God by Serving Others. 

 

➢ We are still in these times, these times that call us to distance ourselves for 

the sake of the other. 



o A few months ago, we wouldn’t have thought that our world would 

look like it does now, and in a few months, it will look like something 

different again. 

▪ Tumultuous times, times that are turned upside down, times that 

make us long for the stability, the certainty of routine, and 

normal…whatever normal looked like. 

• We are not so unlike the disciples Jesus was speaking to, 

they were anxious, worried, wondering as many of us are 

today. 

o “Do not let your hearts be troubled” 

▪ Jesus is the way and the truth and the life; we 

sill see him one day when we come into our 

own dwelling place in the Father’s house; and 

we see him now when we share the love which 

he first shared with us. 

• Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


