
 

www.trinitylutheran-cda.org  ·   Trinity Lutheran Church, 812 N. 5th Street, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814  |  (208) 664-5743   1 

 
 

      HEARTBEAT       HEARTBEAT 
Volume 25, No. 2         February 2018 

    In the meantime, communica-
tion, mutual respect, and finding 
some common ground would be 
great news to hear from Washing-
ton, D.C. Until such time, we wait 
as Job did, some happy, some 
wishing things were different and 
calling out that which goes against 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. For us, 
members of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in Coeur d’Alene Idaho, 
that means trying to see Christ in 
our neighbors, loving those people 
who we often find difficult to love. 
As a friend of mine Pastor Bob 
Berthold once related about a con-
versation he had with a parishioner 
about welcoming of people who 
were different, when asked what 
this parishioner thought Jesus 
would do in this particular situa-
tion, the man responded, “Pastor, I 
know what Jesus would do, but 
THAT’S NOT WHAT I WANT 
TO DO!”  
    Loving as Jesus loved is not al-
ways easy…often not easy, but it is 
right and good and when we do, 
the kingdom grows a little bigger 
and a little brighter. His ways are 
not our ways. It is a good thing we 
live under Grace! Blessed be the 
name of the Lord! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dan Forsgren 

    “The Lord giveth and the Lord 
taketh away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord” We remember this 
verse from the book of Job. After 
God has let Satan destroy every-
thing that he has, kids, and live-
stock, for a bet, Job makes this 
faithful declaration in the face of 
losing all he has. Many of you 
know how excited I was to watch 
the Minnesota Vikings miracle in 
Minneapolis catch to defeat the 
New Orleans Saints a few weeks 
ago…I was on cloud nine! Many 
of you watched the game as well 
and sent congratulatory messages 
after the win, we talked about it 
that week, and we even played the 
clip of that final 10 seconds of the 
game the next week before church. 
I was so excited! I was finally go-
ing to get to see the Vikings go to a 
Super Bowl that I could remem-
ber…the first time a team would 
have played in a Super Bowl in 
their own town! The Lord certainly 
does giveth! 
    A week later those dreams were 
shattered as the Vikings forgot to 
return to the field after the opening 
drive against the Philadelphia Ea-
gles. Oh they were there…but it 
was obvious that they were off 
their game, that they played noth-
ing like they did to get them to that 
point. The Lord taketh away. 
    Blessed be the name of the 
Lord! It was a great season; the 
Vikings gave us a lot to celebrate 
and some good times. Really, 
knowing that the Vikings were one 
of the top 4 teams out of the 32 in 
the NFL…I am proud to be a Vi-
kings fan. 
    Last night you may have 
watched President Trump give the 
State of the Union Address, and if 
you did you might be feeling a lit-
tle bit like Job…at various times 
during Job’s story. Depending on 

where you fall on the political 
spectrum you may have either 
found the president’s points he 
made agreeable or irritating. Cer-
tainly the room he spoke to was 
divided even as he talked about 
our nation’s need for unity. We 
can fact check, we can throw out 
counter arguments or points for 
various comments, and those are 
necessary for elements for a de-
mocracy, to hold accountable our 
elected officials for what they do 
and what they fail to do; to ques-
tion what needs to be questioned, 
to rally against what needs to be 
rallied against, and to stand in uni-
ty when we need to stand in unity. 
There are people unhappy with 
Donald Trump as president; there 
were people unhappy with Barack 
Obama as president…The Lord 
giveth and the Lord taketh away. 
That is not me trying to be flippant 
about anyone’s political or person-
al feelings or beliefs about who 
holds the highest office in our 
land, but rather it is me recogniz-
ing that the same situation is 
looked at very differently by two 
different people. 
    So, what does this have to do 
with anything you might ask? As 
we glean from Job’s statement of 
faith, “The Lord giveth and the 
Lord taketh away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord.” Ultimately, 
God is in control. No matter which 
political party holds sway over the 
house or the senate, no matter who 
sits in the oval office we believe 
that all things work towards God’s 
will. That does not mean that we 
always will like the climate, or the 
status quo, but we trust that the 
kingdom of God will reign and 
good will triumph over evil, that 
the light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness will not over-
come it.  

Blessed Be the Name of the Lord! 
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Grant MacLean 
TLC Council Secretary  
 
    I’ve learned some things about 
being a member of the Trinity 
Council these past nine months or 
so.  One of them is that part of our 
role is to monitor the “vitals” of the 
congregation by the numbers.  It’s a 
little like what health care workers 
do:  check temperature, blood pres-
sure, etc., to help decide if some 
sort of intervention is necessary.     
 
    At Trinity, the numbers are at-
tendance and collection figures.  
Healthcare monitoring of individu-
als and of churches looks at long-
term trends to assess health and re-
spond to changes.  We value regular 
participation, and treasure every 
gift, financial as well as contribu-
tions of time, talent and prayer.  
And often modest contributions 
represent sacrificial giving, as Jesus 
noted with the widow’s mite (Luke 
21:3-4).  The faithful giving of this 
congregation over the years has 
freed us to respond creatively to the 
leading of the Holy Spirit through 
our ministry and mission planning.  
That said, surprising numbers alert 
us; we pause to reflect and decide 
how best to respond. 
    During the treasurer’s report at 
our November Council meeting, 
there was a surprise.   A substantial 
gift had been presented to the con-
gregation by an anonymous mem-
ber – and this was the second such 
gift given by that member in the 
past six months!  It was a remarka-
bly generous and encouraging act.  
It was the kind of event that fills me 
with awe, at the abundant grace of 
our God, and the astonishing faith-
fulness of our sisters and brothers in 
Christ.  Such awe-inspiring gifts 
remind me that God is much more 
generous than I can ever imagine, 
and that being guided by God’s 
abundance can lead us – all of us – 
to contribute to the ministry and 
mission of this body of Christ in 
ways that profoundly witness to 
God’s abundant grace. 

 
    The bottom line?   As we enter 
2018, Trinity Lutheran Church 
seems especially well-equipped to 
demonstrate the amazing grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ to our com-
munity and to the world.  For this 
we can truly say (as our Pastor 
likes to conclude his sermons), 
“Thanks be to God!” 
 

Thanks & Praise 
Krista Hartley, 
TLC Council President 
 
    Thank you to all who attended 
Trinity’s Annual Meeting and pro-
vided a dish to share for a wonder-
ful meal together. Fellowship with 
food is the best kind! Thank you to 
those who stayed after the meeting 
to help with clean up.  
    Council, with support from the 
Nominating Committee, will be 
seeking congregation members to 
fill openings in the following com-
mittees: Fellowship, Stewardship, 
Outreach, Faith Formation, 
Worship, Endowment. God has 
blessed each of us with various 
talents. We ask that you prayerful-
ly consider giving of your time and 

Unanticipated Gifts Encourage Us in Mission and Ministry  

talents to one of these committees, 
to serve God and Trinity Lutheran 
Church.  
    If you were unable to attend the 
Annual Meeting, please pickup a 
copy of the written reports located 
on the table at the base of the 
stairs outside the sanctuary. These 
reports demonstrate Trinity’s 
strengths and mission of service in 
2017, along with goals for 2018.  
1Peter 4:10: Each of you should 
use whatever gift you have re-
ceived to serve others, faithfully 
administering God’s grace in it 
various forms. 
 

(The TLC Council meets 
on the 3rd Tuesday of each 
month in the Fireside 
(downstairs) Room. TLC 
members are welcome. 
Council minutes, including 
Committee Reports, can be 
found posted on the Bulle-
tin Board outside the 
Church Office.) 
 

…”We value regular 
participation, and 
treasure every gift,  
financial as well as 
contributions of time, 
talent and prayer.” 
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    Trinity jubilantly welcomed 
eighteen new members into the con-
gregation in January! The following 
is a brief background on each new 
member. 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 
Fred & Verna Henkel : Both Fred 
and Verna are New York natives. 
Fred was originally from Potsdam, 
NY, in the upper part of the state 
near Canadian border. Fred attended 
Clarkson College of Technology  
studying engineering and industrial 
distribution prior to going into the 
service at Ft. Bragg, NC. He served 
for 3 years with the 82 Airborne 
Division in Army.  
    When he got out of the Army, 
Fred ended up in Michigan with 
Detroit Diesel, a division of General 
Motors in Detroit. Fred is a life-
long Lutheran.  
    Though Verna’s mother had 
grown up in the Swedish Lutheran 
Church, Verna was confirmed in the 
Episcopal Church. She and Fred 
met at a Lutheran Church in Pots-
dam, where she was attending NY 
State University studying education. 
She was a teacher for many years, 
wherever they lived.  
    When the Henkels left Michigan, 
Fred was transferred to Seattle. It 
was at Faith Lutheran Church in 
Redman that they met the McCrays 
– who are also new TLC members.  
Both family’s daughters were in 
Young Youth together. Verna 
taught preschool at Faith for many 
years, even as it grew eventually to 
span Kindergarten to 6th grade.  
    Henkel’s have 3 children, a 
daughter and two sons. Their 
youngest son is in Shoreline, WA, 
northwest of Seattle; daughter Chris 
lives in the house in Redmond 
where the Henkels raised their fami-
ly! Their oldest son is in Spokane 
and has given them 3 grandchildren 
who visit often. There are also 3 
dogs in the mix! 
    The Henkels moved to Fairbanks, 
AK, in 1983. Fred was transferred 
there to take over operations in 
Alaska. Verna taught school there, 
too. Their 3-year-plan turned into 

33 years in The Last Frontier!  
    The Henkels moved to Coeur 
d’Alene in August 2016 and have 
been “church shopping” before 
ending up at Trinity. “The people 
of Trinity just came up and spoke 
to us. it was great”. Unlike many 
shy Lutherans, the Henkels sit right 
up front. They established an im-
mediate bond with TLC member 
Diana Bumpus and her little grand-
son, Cole, who will often crawl up 
on Fred’s knee to better see folks 
as they pass for communion. (Not 
surprisingly, Fred and his friend 
helped out in the church nursery in 
Alaska for many years.) 
    Fred and Verna enjoy Bible 
studies and are looking forward to 
getting to know everyone at Trini-
ty. 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 
Ron & Carol McCray: Ron and 
Carol moved east to Coeur d’Alene 
from Redmond, WA, in September 
of 2017 after vacationing for many 
years in the area. Ron grew up on 
Mercer Island, WA, and Carol ar-
rived in Bellevue, WA, at the age 
of 10 from Detroit, MI. The 
McCrays met at a high school 
dance following a football game. 
They dated for 2 years and have 
been married 53 years! 
    Carol was raised in the United 
Church of Christ and Ron’s family 
attended both the Baptist and Lu-

Trinity Welcomes New Members to the Congregation! 

theran churches. After they were 
married, a marriage encounter week-
end hosted by the Lutheran Church 
prompted them to join the Lutheran 
Church. They spent 35 years in Red-
man, where they raised their son and 
daughter, attending Faith Lutheran. 
They have 5 grandchildren.  
    Through the years, Ron worked in 
a company started by his grandfather 
in which they provided professional 
dive services to large construction 
sites. Each generation had a story or 
two about working on big bridge-
build projects like the Tacoma Nar-
rows Bridge and the bridge at Blue 
Creek Bay on Lake Coeur d’Alene 
(!) Meanwhile, Carol taught for 
many years at the YMCA in Belle-
vue. The McCrays have a life-time 
membership at the Y and plan to 
head over real soon to check out the 
one in Spokane. 
    The McCrays like to ‘go south’ for 
the winter, but have spent this winter 
in Coeur d’Alene – surprised at the 
generally pleasant weather in North 
Idaho! They live on the scenic, south 
side of the Spokane River in a fun 
house “that looks like a boat” – very 
appropriate for a guy who grew up 
on AND under the water! No sur-
prise, the McCrays enjoy boating 
with family and friends. 
    Coincidentally, Ron and Carol 
knew Fred & Verna Henkel (joining 
TLC at the same time) at Faith Lu-
theran Church in Redmond. The 
Henkels had headed north to Alaska 
some years ago, so it was fun meet-
ing up with them again at Trinity 
Lutheran! 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 
Marlin & Ann Graff: Marlin and 
Ann Graff moved to Coeur d’Alene 
this past year after 35 years in Great 
Falls, MT, where they attended both 
Our Savior Lutheran and 1st English 
Lutheran at one time or the other. 
Marlin, a life-long-Lutheran, was 
born in Joplin, MT, and grew up liv-
ing – and working – on his family’s 
farm in that north-central Montana 
community. Ann also grew up - with 
two other siblings - on a farm in 
Southwest Kansas, where the family 

(Continued  on Pg. 4) 

Trinity jubilantly wel-

comed twelve new 

members into the con-

gregation in January!  
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attended the 1st Christian Church.      
The Graffs met on a blind date 
when Marlin’s Custom Cutting 
Crew was working on farms in her 
hometown area. They recently cele-
brated their 43rd anniversary! 
    Marlin and Ann have two chil-
dren: their daughter – an RN in the 
NICU unit at Kootenai Health - and 
two granddaughters live in Hayden. 
Their son and grandson live in Kan-
sas. He joins his father in being a 
BIG VIKINGS FAN! (Pr. Dan will 
second that!) 
    The Graffs are enjoying their 
new community and retirement. He 
is ‘into cars’ and collecting coins. 
Ann worked for Benefis Health in 
Great Falls for 33 years, most re-
cently as their VP of Human Re-
sources for a decade! They are cur-
rently staying close to home – in 
fact, joined TLC ‘in spirit’ as Mar-
lin is on the Transplant List for a 
new kidney and must avoid situa-
tions that might compromise his 
health and efficacy for a kidney, 
should one become available. They 
look forward to a new kidney for 
Marlin and new friends to be met at 
Trinity Lutheran! (See more on 
Marlin’s search for a kidney donor 
in this issue - Pg. 7.) 
    We welcome the Graffs to TLC 
and pray for a new kidney for Mar-
lin in the VERY NEAR FUTURE! 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 
Norman Vincent : Norm moved to 
Coeur d’Alene in June from Orting, 
WA, which is nestled in the foot-
hills of Mt Rainier between the 
Puyallup and Carbon Rivers. He has 
been attending services regularly 
with his daughter, Teri Venera, and 
family.  
    Norm lost his wife, Sharon, 2 ½ 
years ago. They had been in Orting 
for 27 years and “all over for the 
previous 27 years” while he worked 
as an Engineer with Boeing. The 
Vincents had 3 daughters and one 
son, with a total of 8 grandchildren. 
The Vincents lost their son 5 years 
ago to ALS.  
Norm was in Army, first in ROTC 
and then a 3-year member of the 

Army Signal Corps, which is re-
sponsible for the responsible for 
the Army’s systems of communi-
cation. His post-military career 
was an electronics engineer with 
Boeing for 30 years. 
    Norm’s faith journey took him 
from a Christian Scientist through 
college. Later, while in the Army 
in Germany, the chaplain gave 
“Lutheran lessons.” This encour-
aged Norm to embrace the Luther-
an theology. Norm and Sharon 
were married in the Lutheran 
Church. 
    Norm is an active guy. He en-
joys playing golf, goes to the gym 
5 days a week and rides his bike on 
the local Centennial Trails regular-
ly.  Welcome aboard, Norm! 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 
Dan LaVine: Dan has been here in 
Coeur d’Alene for 11 years. He 
was raised in Kent, WA, and has 
many great memories of living on 
Washington’s west side, just south 
of Seattle. As an adventuresome 
younger man, Dan wanted to travel 
and see the world. He hitch-hiked 
his way around the country to AL-
MOST every state in the US... only 
missing Tennessee, Alaska and 
Hawaii! Dan’s father was in the 
military, so perhaps that’s where 
he got his sense of adventure.  
    Dan moved here to be near his 
aunt and uncle, who had pretty 
much raised him. His Grandmother 
followed shortly thereafter, and 
Dan was honored to help with her 
care in the last stage of her life.  He 
was her exclusive caregiver for a 
year, though her church rallied 
around her on a regular basis. 
    Dan is the Operations Director 
for National Mattress. (The “last of 
the locally-owned mattress stores 
in the area” he notes with obvious 
talent as a salesman). In fact, part 

Trinity Welcomes New Members to the Congregation! (Cont.) 

of Dan’s job at National is to teach 
sales…how to sell and learn to pro-
vide customer service.  
    Though brought up in a different 
religious tradition, Dan’s search for a 
‘home church’ happily ended at 
TLC. “Trinity is as warm and friend-
ly as I could have prayed for.” It 
should be noted that Dan’s first occa-
sion at Trinity happened to be Refor-
mation Sunday and he jokes about 
arriving an hour early for service (a 
10 a.m. service was held that Sun-
day, as the ever-popular Beer & 
Brats brunch was to follow.) Dan 
laughs about being pleasantly sur-
prised when Pastor Dan laughingly 
accepted a ‘beer’ during announce-
ments that first Sunday. He was 
thrilled with all the singing, fun and 
fellowship that followed to com-
memorate Martin Luther’s historic 
stand. “It couldn’t have been more 
welcoming,” he says. 
    Dan works most Saturdays, and 
has been unable to participate in the 
Men’s Bible Study on Saturday 
mornings. After mentioning this to a 
few TLC fellows, Tad Johnson and 
Paul Hunt and Dan now all meet at a 
small, local venue for Bible Study on 
Tuesdays – Dan’s day off. It’s some-
thing he really looks forward to. 
    Dan hasn’t lost his love of adven-
ture at the ripe old age of 42. He en-
joys road trips on his Harley, and 
also loves his dirt bike. Dan is also a 
fire arm enthusiast and loves to shoot 
– something that his ‘girl’ – a female 
cat named Belle – doesn’t mind.  
    Perhaps one, little-known aspect 
of Dan LaVine, is that he has a 
“servant heart”. He wouldn’t have 
said that, but he mentioned one fa-
vorite part of his job is trying to find 
‘new homes’ for gently-used mat-
tresses that are traded in at the time 
of a new purchase at National. He is 
passionate about helping people in 
need in this way – including those in 
Safe Passages, graduates of the Un-
ion Gospel Mission, Veteran organi-
zations and more. He would wel-
come any referrals to people who 
could use a great mattress, which 
would otherwise go to the dump. 
Welcome to TLC, Dan! 

(Continued  on Pg. 5) 
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Tim & Cassandra (Cassie) Wil-
liams with Kathrynne (11 ), MJ 
(7) & Joe (5) 
    Tim grew up in Albany, OR and 
Cassie has early roots in Colorado, 
the San Francisco Bay Area, and 
mostly in Rathdrum. They met at a 
summer internship program in 
Coeur d’Alene.  
    Tim was raised in the 1st Chris-
tian Church (Corvallis, OR). After 
they met, Cassie visited him there. 
After their union, and a move north, 
they attended Opportunity Christian 
Church in the Spokane Valley. The 
Williams kids have been participat-
ing in the TLC Kid’s Club for some 
time, and that is what has really got-
ten this young family involved in 
the life of Trinity. (In addition, TLC 
Learning Center’s director Nikki 
Betts’ oldest daughter, Jenna, mar-
ried into their family, so the con-
nection is a strong one!) 
    The Williams’ hobbies, of 
course, involve their kids. They are 
long-time participants of the Look-
out Pass Free Ski School. Cassie 
has taught skiing for many years in 
the past. That was BEFORE she 
broke her leg in a fall and had sur-
gery. She is currently in a wheel-

chair and, amazingly, still does a 
great job of keeping up with their 
children Kathrynne (11), MJ (7) 
and Joe (5). 
    Tim is a District Executive for 
Boy Scouts of America. He works 
out of the Hayden Boy Scout office 
and often attends evening meetings 
1 to 3 times a week. Cassie works 
overnight at the Amtrak train sta-
tion (when she’s not “broken”). 
She sells tickets, checks baggage 
and drives a tractor and forklift in 
support of the passenger railroad in 
Spokane!  
    (Trinity currently has a Meal 
Train going for Cassie and her 
family. To get on board, see 
https://www.mealtrain.com/
trains/0n2mmz ).  
    We welcome this energetic, fun 
family to our congregation! 
 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 

Trinity Welcomes New Members to the Congregation! (Cont.) 

Info Coming Soon On 
Two More New  
Member Families 
 
Jason & Rachel McDevitt: (Cal & 
Greta): The HEARTBEAT editor 
has been trying to catch up with this 
busy young family, who attend 
Wednesday evening services and 
joined at that service. They will be 
featured next month.  We welcome 
the McDevitts to TLC!!! 
~~ !  ~~  ! ~~ 
Wanda Andrews: Wanda was not 
feeling well enough to attend the 
New Member Sunday at TLC, nor 
spend a lot of time talking about her-
self to the HEARTBEAT editor. She, 
too, will be featured next month! 
Welcome to Wanda! 

Sons of Norway Serve Up Lutefisk & Lefse at TLC Feb. 24 

    Lutefisk and lefse?  Ya, sure, 
ya betcha! And this year Sons of 
Norway members will be serving 
their annual Lutefisk Dinner right 
here at Trinity Lutheran on Satur-
day, February 24. Organizers are 
offering three separate seatings: 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 1to 2 
p.m. and 2:30 to3:30 p.m. 
    Accompanying the lutefisk and 
lefse will be meatballs, potatoes 
and gravy, carrots, pickled beets 
and sandbakkels filled with ice 
cream - all made with butter and 
love.  
    The cost this fun dinner is $20 
for adults; $10 for 6 to 17 years; 
and free to children under 6. A 

special $50 family fare price is 
also offered for two parents and 
two or more children. 
    Reservations are required and 
may be made through Marge 
Johnson, (208) 772-2903. Please 
supply the following information, 
especially if leaving a message: 
name, phone number, number in 
party and preferred time for seat-
ing. 
    Both lutefisk and lefse will be 
available for sale to patrons only. 
    Slides of Norway or other short 
features about Norway will be 
shown in Trinity Hall one-half 
hour prior to each seating. Diners 
are welcome to view these before 

or after they eat or while waiting 
to be seated. 
     

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/0n2mmz
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/0n2mmz
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 News and Events for February 2018! 

*Youth of Trinity Lutheran 

Fri. Feb. 2nd to Sun. Feb. 4th  
Meet at TLC at 6:00pm on Friday 
Home around 11am on Sunday 

3rd, 4th and 5th Graders 
We’ll play EPIC, eat some good food, 

have fabulous bible study and sing songs. 
RSVP with Penny 

Coffee Cup Bible Study 

Sunday, February 11th  

Meet at TLC at 10:15am  

Grade School Retreat at Lutherhaven  Special Olympics Winter Regional Games 

A fabulous opportunity for youth, families 
and adults to serve and have fun in the snow 

Saturday, February 24th morning  
Meeting time will be announced 

Our group from TLC will be helping with    
timing and cheering for the snowshoeing and 

cross country skiing events in Mullan, ID 

Mystery Dinner—High School Group  

Save the Date! Friday, Feb. 9th  6pm 
High School Youth 

are invited to: 
“The Terrible Cas-

tle of Baron 
Castaign” 

Solve the mystery 
and survive! 

RSVP to Penny 

 Penny’s Contact info: Cell: 664-9041; Church: 664-5743 -  E-mail pennytlccda@gmail.com              6      

Father Bill’s Kitchen 

Monday, February 19th 

3:30 to 6:00 pm 

Friday, February 16th  
6:30 to 9:30pm 

Games and more games….  
RSVP to Penny 

Middle School Game Night at TLC 

High School Service 
Trip Meeting 

Sunday, February 
25th 

5:00 pm 
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    Hello TLC Bakers! The TLC 
Women will be delivering Valen-
tine’s Day cookies to homebound 
members and others on Tuesday, 
February 13. Your cookies and bars 
are most welcome. Please bring the 
cookies or bars to the church by 9 
a.m. on February 13. 
    See Karen Cook to join in the 
delicious fun! 
 

Grade School Retreat 
at Lutherhaven  
 
    Grade schoolers are invited to 
join in the fun of a Grade School 
Retreat from Friday, February 2, to 
Sunday, February  4, at Lutherha-
ven! 
    Meet at TLC at 6 p.m. on Friday. 
We will be back home around 11 
a.m. on Sunday. Welcome are all 
3rd, 4th and 5th Graders!  
    We’ll play EPIC, eat some good 
food, have fabulous bible study and 
sing songs. RSVP with Penny. 
 

Special Olympics  
Winter Regional 
Games 
 
    The upcoming Special Olympics 
Regional Games is a fabulous op-
portunity for youth, families and 
adults to serve and have fun in the 
snow. Join us on Saturday, February 
24, in the morning. (Meeting time 
will be announced.) 
    Our group from TLC will be 
helping with    timing and cheering 
for the snowshoeing and cross coun-
try skiing events in Mullan, ID. 
 
 

Marlin Graff’s Journey - Help us find a 
kidney donor 

     Some of you may know that in August 
2009, Marlin was diagnosed with polycys-
tic kidney disease (PKD). If you know him 
at all, you know he is not going to let any-
thing get him down. So he took on the chal-
lenge of living every day to the fullest, 
while dealing with the challenges of a dev-
astating kidney disease.  He has managed to 
do well over the years, until this summer 
when he started showing signs of renal fail-
ure. Tests at the end of 2017 showed the 
need to start dialysis, along with completion 
of pre-screening testing for a kidney trans-
plant.  
    This has been quite a week, Marlin had 
dialysis on M-W-F and Friday we got the 
call from Providence Sacred Heart Transplant Services in Spokane that he has 
been actively placed on the Kidney Transplant Registry. So many people are in 
need of a kidney the average wait time on the registry is 3 to 5 years. In his 
case, a living donor would give them the option of potentially removing one of 
his kidneys in advance of the transplant.  
    Polycystic causes cysts that form in the kidney taking over the function and 
enlarge the kidney. Marlin’s are 9 inches each from top to bottom, (an average 
kidney is the size of your fist.) This results in a lot of  pain and discomfort for 
a person his size. I would give him one of mine, in a heartbeat, but we are not 
a match. He needs someone compatible with A Positive blood type, which is 
someone who is A or O blood type. If you are interested in living donor infor-
mation please contact  Providence Sacred Heart Transplant Services in Spo-
kane at 509-474-4500 or 1-800-667-0502, re: Marlin Graff patient or private 
message Ann Graff on Messenger. 
    This is a difficult post to write to family, friends and strangers. We, like 
many of you who are faced with medical challenges, know how it crushes your 
heart a bit to have this kind of life changing experience. Marlin has been my 
best friend for 45+ years, he is a great father, grandfather, son, brother and one 
of those people that has a heart of gold. His sense of humor brightens every-
one’s day and he has never stepped away from a good debate or challenge. He 
is not one to ask others for anything. This, however, is one time he needs your 

help! Please share this message with 
others. Who knows whose heart this 
may touch. Prayers for him are al-
ways welcome. 
     Music has always been a big part 
of our life. At this time it seems fit-
ting to draw inspiration from the 
late, great  Tom Petty songs…. 
“waiting is the hardest part” and 
“won’t back down”. 
 
Thanks for sharing this and peace to 
you,  
 
Marlin, Ann and Brandon Graff  
Tandi and Kevin Wickens  
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      HEARTBEAT       HEARTBEAT     Rita Jean Holecek Hamilton, 
age 76, passed away on Jan. 3, 
2018, at her home in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho. Rita was born in 
Moorhead, Minn. on July 11, 
1941, to parents George Holecek 
and Edith Nordling Holecek. The 
Holeceks lived in Wolverton, 
Minn., and moved to Coeur 
d’Alene just before Rita started 
high school. Rita graduated vale-
dictorian from Coeur d’Alene 
High School in 1959. She attended 
Wellesley College and graduated 
with a bachelor’s degree in eco-
nomics in 1963. Rita married 
George Hamilton in the summer of 
1963 in New York City where 
they lived following their mar-
riage. 
    Rita began her career working 
as an assistant to a vice president 
for Trans World Airlines. Rita and 
George moved back to Coeur 
d’Alene in 1969. Sarah, her first 
daughter was born in 1974, and 

her second daughter, Deborah, 
was born in 1979. Rita went on to 
work for Harris Dean Insurance in 
the early 1980s until she retired in 
2005. She was an active member 
of Trinity Lutheran Church. Rita 
taught Sunday school for more 
than 20 years. She was wonderful 
wife, mother, and grandmother. 
Rita will be dearly missed as she 
was the rock who held the family 
together. 
    Rita is survived by her husband, 
George; her brother, Wayne 
Holecek; her daughter, Sarah 
(Jason) Robinson; her daughter, 
Deborah Hamilton and grand-
daughters, Jane and Alyssa Robin-
son. 
    A service to celebrate Rita’s life 
(was held) on Wednesday, January 
10, at Trinity Lutheran Church.  
    In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to either Hospice of 
North Idaho or Kootenai Humane 
Society in honor of Rita. 

    Yates Funeral Homes 
(www.yatesfuneralhomes.com) has 
been entrusted with arrangements. 
Please visit Rita’s memorial and 
sign her online guestbook .  

Rita Hamilton - 1941 - 1918 

Rita Hamilton 

Lutherhaven: Spring Camp News 

    Lutherhaven Ministries is your 
congregation's year-round outdoor 
ministry. We're Camp Lutherhaven 
on Lake Coeur d'Alene, Shoshone 
Mountain Retreat & Ranch up the 
North Fork of the Coeur d'Alene 
River, Idaho Servant Adventures, 
and week-long Lutherhaven Day 
Camps held in communities around 
the Northwest. The Camp Corner 
features news and happenings at Lu-
therhaven. 
    Did you know? 2018 marks our 
72nd year offering quality, safe, 
Christ-centered programs for camp-
ers of every age! 
    Here are a few things coming up 
at camp this year: 
 
Spring Cut Crop & Quilt - March 
2-4: Bring your favorite quilting, 
sewing, scrap-booking or any craft-
ing project.  
Craft with old friends and new...plus 
we'll do the dishes! Sign up for a 
massage from a professional mas-
sage therapist. 
 

Spring Women's Retreat - March 
9-11: Relax with home cooked 
meals, spa time & more all in a beau-
tiful setting. 
Refresh your spirit in our craft room 
or get outside on the zip line or for a 
hike. 
Rejuvenate your soul with speaker 
led sessions by Audrey Duensing-
Werner, worship and fellowship with 
other women. 
 
Spring Golden Agers Day Out - 
April 24: Spend a beautiful spring 
day on the lake at this one day re-
treat! Delicious lunch, program and 
time with great friends. Especially 
for retirees, senior adults & older 
adult groups. 
 
SERVANT WEEKENDS >> 
Lutherhaven Servants Weekend :: 
April 13-15:  
Shoshone Servants Weekend - 
April 27-29: Come by yourself, with 
your family, or a group of friends to 
help get camp ready for summer. 
Work 'till 3 on Saturday, then enjoy 

the rest of the day relaxing by the 
fire or adventuring on the climbing 
tower/zip-line and more! Help camp 
in significant ways while working 
side by side with family & friends! 
Spring Men's Retreat at Shoshone 
-May 18-20: Weekend away in the 
mountains… bacon…Jesus! It 
doesn’t get any better! Special em-
phasis on bringing different genera-
tions of guys together. Special re-
duced rates for guys age 12-18. 
    Find these events and more at 
www.lutherhaven.com/events!  
 Other camp news: 
·         Book a weekend in the newly 
remodeled Pinecrest Lodge Retreat 
Center! Thanks to all the volunteers 
who helped make this project possi-
ble! Thinking about booking your 
group or family for a weekend at 
Lutherhaven? Request to stay in the 
Pinecrest Lodge Retreat Center! 
Email anita@lutherhaven.com for 
more information. 
 

http://www.yatesfuneralhomes.com/obituaries/Rita-Jean-Hamilton?obId=2852347#/obituaryInfo


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 2 
 

3 
Men’s Prayer  
Brkfst - 7am 
 

4 
Choir Prac. - 8 am 
Worship with 
Holy Communion 
9 am   
Sunday School  
follows Children’s 
Message 

5 
TOPS - 8:30am 

6 
Love Day - 9am 
 
 

7 
Kid’s Club - 5:30 
pm 
 

Worship with 
Holy Communion  
6 pm 
HS Youth - 7:30pm 

8 9 
HS Mystery 
Dinner - 6pm 

10 
Men’s Bible 
Study - 7 am 

 

11 
Choir Practice - 8 
am 
Worship with 
Holy Communion 
9 am   
Sunday School  
follows Children’s 
Message 
Coffee Cup Bible 
Study - 10:15am 

12 
TOPS - 8:30am 
 

13 
Love Day - 9am 
Women’s Bible 
Study - 6:30pm 
 

14 
 
Kid’s Club Pan-
cake Dinner for All 
- 5 pm 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Worship with 
Holy Communion  
6 pm 
HS Youth - 7:30pm 

15 
TLC Singles 
Luncheon - 
11:30 am 

16 
Middle School 
Game Night - 
6:30 - 9:30 pm 

17 
Men’s Bible 
Study - 7 am 
 

18 
Choir Practice - 8 
am 
Worship with 
Holy Communion 
9 am   
Sunday School  
follows Children’s 
Message 

19 
TOPS - 8:30am 
Serving at  
Father Bill’s 
Kitchen - 3:30-
6pm 
 

20 
Love Day - 9am 
Women’s Circle 
Potluck & Faith 
Discussion - 
noon 
Council  Mtg.- 
5:30pm 
 

21 
Kid’s Club - 5:30 
pm 
Lenten Worship 
with Holy Com-
munion  5:30 pm 
Soup Supper fol-
lows 
HS Youth - 7:30pm 
 

22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
Men’s Bible 
Study - 7 am 
Sons of Nor-
way Lutefisk 
& Lefse Din-
ner 
TLC Volun-
teers at Special 
Olympics Win-
ter Games 

25 
Choir Practice - 8 
am 
Worship with 
Holy Communion 
9 am   
Sunday School  
follows Children’s 
Message 
HS Service Meet-
ing - 5pm 

26 
TOPS - 8:30am 
 

27 
Love Day - 9am 

28 
Kid’s Club - 5:30 
pm 
Lenten Worship 
with Holy Com-
munion  5:30 pm 
Soup Supper fol-
lows 
HS Youth - 7:30pm 

   

Trinity Lutheran Church  |  812 N. 5th Street, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho  |  www.trinitylutheran-cda.org  

Coming in March: 
Lent continues through March 21 with 
service at 6 pm 
Good Friday - March 30 
Easter Sunday - April 1 
 

2018 

FPNI at TLC thru Feb. 4 >>> 

FPNI at  TLC 

Grade School Winter Retreat 
@ Lutherhaven 2/2-4 >> 



 

www.trinitylutheran-cda.org  ·   Trinity Lutheran Church, 812 N. 5th Street, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho 83814  |  (208) 664-5743   10 

 
 

      HEARTBEAT       HEARTBEAT 

Happy Anniversary 
Phil & Margaret Aarhus - 

2/20/1977 

Happy Birthday 
Paula Moore - 2/1 
Kathy Benson - 2/2 
Mike Grabenstein - 2/6 
Lon Lorbecki - 2/6 
Ida Vitolins - 2/6 
Peter Luttropp - 2/7 
Daniel Kirkpatrick - 2/9 
Randy Fiscus - 2/11 
Dennis Menck - 2/13 
Joshua Ranum - 2/13 
Gavin Weiss - 2/20 
Lee Werpy - 2/20 
Sierra Weiss - 2/21 
Bill Boyd - 2/22 
Denise Wilbanks-2/23 
Del Gittel - 2/24 
Ralph Capaul - 2/26 
Cory Kvern - 2/26 
Laura Taylor - 2/27 
Ryanne Payton - 2/29 

For Comfort & Peace 

or Healing 

Bob Nordby 
Susan Kirkpatrick 
Lenora Jurvelin 
Mavis Fuchs 
Juanita Carter (Cheryl Chavez’s 
mother) 
Ida Vitolins 
Wendell Wardell 
Lisa Wilson (Toni & Wray Wilson’s 
daughter) 
John Kinney (Sue Baker’s Brother) 
Marlin Graff 
Glenna Knepper  
Friends & Family of Charles Shirley 
(Father of TLC’s Chuck Shirley) 
Family & Friends of Florence Johnson 
Family & Friends of Rita Hamilton 
Family & Friends of Delmar Shaw 
(Richard Cook’s Uncle) 
Family & Friends of  Sally Morefield 
(Karen Cook’s friend) 
Family & Friends of Glenn Freder-
iksen 
 

For Guidance 
Caleb Ranum –  while serving as a 
teacher in Slovakia 

February 2018 Worship Assistants 
9:00 am Service February 4 February 11 February 18 February 25 

Altar Care Pat Muchow 
Paula Moore 

Paula Moore 
Pam Hunt 

 Jovanna Tanzey 
Anna Mae Dlouhy 

Paula Moore 
Karen Cook 

Assisting Minister Shannon Erwin Jerry Anderson Aaron Cloyd Jerry Anderson 

Reader Jovanna Tanzey MaryBeth Ranum Kay Nelson Teri Venera 

Ushers 

Paul & Pat Muchow 
Paul Hunt 

Jack Fullwiler 

Lon Lorbecki 
Bob Ray 

Gary Rahm 
Darrell Frogness 

Nikki Betts 
Bob Ray 

Kay & JoAnn Nelson 

Scott Tostengard 
Bob Ray 

Darrell Frogness 
Jack Fullwiler 

Communion 
Assistants 

Jovanna Tanzey 
Paula Moore 

Dolores Johnson 
MaryBeth Ranum 

MaryBeth Ranum 
Paula Moore 

Tony & Cheryl 
Chavez 

Acolyte Jack MacPhee 
Donny Forsgren 

Seth Hartley 
Nathaniel Cloyd 

Ashlynn Hartley 
Jack MacPhee 

Nathaniel Cloyd 
Donny Forsgren 

Coffee Hour Hosts Toby Curtis 
Sharon Hanson 

Becky Anderson 
Karen Shirley 

Billie & Clarence 
Haugen 

Teri Venera 
Shelby Ronnestad 
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      HEARTBEAT       HEARTBEAT 

 

Church Staff  
+ Dan Forsgren - Pastor 
    Cell phone emergencies: (507) 298-0323 
    pastordantlccda@gmail.com 
+ Andrea Werpy - Administrative Assist. 
    office@trinitylutheran-cda.org 
+ Penny Weiss - Director of Youth and   
    Family Ministries 
    pennytlccda@gmail.com 
+ Amy Westgarth - Financial Secretary 
+  Nikki Betts - TLC Learning Center  
Director and  TLC Custodian 
 

MUSIC MINISTRY: 
+ Rose Dempsey - Organist & Choir Dir. 
+ Jeannie Morss - Accompanist Piano 
+ Gerry Fairchild -  Accompanist  Violin 
+ Terry Fairchild - Accompanist  Viola 
 
+ Krista Hartley - Congregation Pres. 
 
HEARTBEAT EDITORS: 
+  Andrea Werpy 
    office@trinitylutheran-cda.org 
+  Jill Dougherty 
    ajilldougherty@gmail.com 

WEBSERVANT: Jill Dougherty 
 

HEARTBEAT content deadline is 15th of 
the month for inclusion the following 
month’s edition. 

812 N. 5th Street 
Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814 

Lenten Suppers - Volunteers Welcome! 

    Weekly Wednesday Lenten 
Soup Suppers will be held at 
Trinity Lutheran following the 
evening Lenten Worship Service 
February 21 through March 14. 
Each week, 12 pots of soup are 
required. Soup & Bread Sign-up 
lists are posted on the Participa-
tion Bulletin Board in the atrium. 
 
    Set-up and clean-up will be 
done by committees in the fol-
lowing order: February 21 - TLC 
Council; February 28 - Outreach; March 7 - TLCW; March 14 - 
Worship; and March 21 - TBD. 
 
    Lenten Worship will begin at 5:30 p.m. with the Soup Suppers to 
follow. We are using the Holden Evening Prayer Service.  

 



 

 
 
 

Thanks to all who  
donated, shopped, 
cooked, served, 
worked and enjoyed 
the Holiday Bazaar!  
A total of $6,047 
was raised to contin-
ue the TLCW’s com-
munity support and 
giving projects. 

Thesome pics of HW/MS Retreat? 

Middle School Winter Retreat Lutherhaven 



  
 
 Middle School Winter Retreat Lutherhaven 


