
 
 

Greetings, 

  

I will make my messages available to anyone who would like them. Just a quick word though, 

while I write out a manuscript in a format that works for me, the sermon that is preached does 

not necessarily match the manuscript 100%. So, the message you will find here will be a little 

different than what was preached but the idea and concepts will be the same. 

  

For instance, with this particular sermon, I elaborated on the visual of the spring of water 

gushing up within us; and I added another paragraph at the end connecting our community 

responsibility to each other to the current pandemic we are experiencing. 

  

Peace, 

  

Pastor Dan Forsgren 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Coeur d'Alene, ID 
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Living Water 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

➢ What a rich text.  This is so chock full of layers upon layers of information, it can be 

difficult to figure out where to start. 

o Last week we heard about Nicodemus coming to speak with Jesus by night, and 

this week we find Jesus interacting with some random Samaritan woman in the 

middle of the day.   

▪ He is a leader of the people, she is presumably no one. 

• Nicodemus leaves that meeting with Jesus with more questions than 

answers, confused about what Jesus was telling him about being 

born of the Spirit. 

o And this woman after a brief interaction hears Jesus himself 

declare that he is the Messiah. 



▪ We’ve heard that sermon, at least I have, and a number 

of you have, I preached it last time this text came up in 

the lectionary.   

 

➢ But like I said, this is such a rich text, it is so much more than just a comparison between 

the Samaritan woman and Nicodemus. 

o And I want to talk this morning about water, both the water that the woman has 

come to draw and the living water that Jesus offers. 

▪ And we really cannot talk about water without also talking about thirst, and 

not thirsting. 

• And we should probably make an assumption that when Jesus says, 

“those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be 

thirsty.  The water that I will give will become in them a spring of 

water gushing up to eternal life.” He is talking about the kingdom of 

heaven, or the kingdom of God.   

 

➢ “Give me a drink.”  

o Such a strange way to strike up a theological discussion isn’t it? 

▪ Jesus, tired and sitting in the heat of the day, is probably thirsty, it makes 

sense, I know I get thirsty, I’m sure you do too. 

• The woman recognizes Jesus as being Jewish, it is a strange request 

from him, and considering the circumstances surrounding her 

presence at the well at noon, it might be that she does not want to 

serve someone, it might be that she does not want to feel any less 

than she already feels…who would? 

o Jesus takes the opportunity of her questioning of his 

abruptness, to turn the tables, from the water in the well to 

something else, something that really isn’t water at all. 

▪ But instead leads to a discussion about true worship, 

worship that is not centered on a particular place, but 

instead seems to transcend location to focus on Spirit 

and truth. 

 

➢ Jesus introduces this idea with a familiar statement, “But the hour is coming, and is now 

here.” 

o Sounds a lot like the now and not yet that we have talked about from time to time. 

▪ And when we talk about the now and not yet, we are talking about the 

kingdom of God, the kingdom of heaven.   

 

➢ We don’t want to be thirsty, do we? 

o Being thirsty indicates that we are lacking something in some way; a nice cup of 

water or coffee I suppose; yet we are told to thirst for justice and righteousness. 



▪ We need to thirst for these things because we know that they are lacking in 

our world. 

• We want to be satisfied, we want to not thirst; we might even say to 

ourselves; I drank the water Jesus gives why am I still thirsting?!? 

 

➢ Maybe the answer to that lies in the text. 

o When the woman asks for the water Jesus gives, he tells her to go and come back 

with her husband…she doesn’t have one, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 

husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 

husband.” 

▪ He doesn’t say this to shame her, or to make her feel even more less than, 

but he does it to let her know that he knows her, that he is not just talking 

to her but he sees her for who she is…and the invitation is still there…the 

proclamation of who Jesus is is still there too. 

• She doesn’t go and get her not husband, she goes and gets the 

whole town…come and see, that invitation so simple, so safe, and yet 

still sparks interest. 

o The whole town does come to him and asks him to stay…and 

they believe! 

 

➢ It starts with the one woman and moves to the community. 

o We thirst now, we get a glimpse, we get a foretaste, and we want more. 

▪ The satisfaction, the no longer thirsting, the spring of water gushing up to 

eternal life is realized when no one thirsts anymore, when the community, 

when the world no longer thirsts for justice and righteousness. 

• Eternal life is not about you and your personal relationship with a 

personal lord and savior, eternal life is about the restoration of 

humanity to God, its very nature is one of community. 

o The kingdom of heaven is experienced now in the sharing of 

God’s love with each other, and it will be known fully when all 

the world can see the infinite value of God’s creation in each 

other, and in themselves. 

▪ Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


