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        Advocate #2 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

➢ “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.” 

o Think about the implications of that sentence.  Think about what it 

must have meant to those disciples who first heard Jesus speak those 

words and then for us today who hear those words once again. 

▪ It would seem that these words are again, meant to offer 

comfort, to reassure those hearing them that they will not be 

alone. 

• What a promise, what an image, that as children of God, 

through everything that happens in this world, we still 

matter, we still have a loving Father who sent His Son, and 

then we have this promise of another advocate, to be with 

us. 

 

➢ Maybe we should back up a little bit though. 

o To put this in the context of the Fourth Evangelist, of John’s Gospel, 

last week we heard Jesus begin what is known as the Farewell 

Discourse, a four-chapter dialogue where Jesus tells his disciples 

goodbye. 

▪ He knows what is coming up, he understands what his mission is 

and knows what is going to be asked of him. 

• So he prepares his followers the best way he can, by telling 

them he has to go, but that it is not going to be forever, 

rather, they will join him, they will abide with him in his 

Father’s house. 

o In the meantime, however, so that they will not lose 

heart, Jesus promises another advocate, the 

paraclete. 

 

➢ If there is going to be another advocate, there would have to have been a 

first one…and that first advocate was Jesus. 



o Jesus was and is your advocate. 

▪ Other translations have used the words, helper, counselor, or 

comforter.   

• It isn’t by chance that there is a legal aspect to many of 

these translations, they begin to define who Jesus was for 

his disciples, and who he is for us as well. 

o Jesus has been there for his disciples, guiding, 

teaching, reminding, abiding, witnessing, interceding, 

and comforting; he knows that their fears and anxiety 

they feel over hearing him say he is leaving are 

rooted in what they understand they will be losing 

when he leaves. 

▪ All this Jesus promises they will have with this 

other Advocate who will be with us forever.  

 

➢ And that is really good news; not only for those disciples, but for us as well. 

o The current pandemic, which has turned everything upside down, has 

forced us to examine how we do things, it has challenged us to rethink 

how we work, how we shop, how we visit with folks, how we worship, it 

has challenged us to rethink who we are, how we engage with those 

around us…it has challenged us to rethink how we live. 

▪ And it is exhausting! 

• There were rules for the stay at home order, there are rules 

for the opening of our own state and many others across 

the country and many of us are just looking for some 

semblance of normalcy, whatever normal is anymore. 

o This reading comes at the right time, the words of 

Jesus came at the right time for the disciples, and 

they come at the right time for us now as we, like 

they were and are most in need of pastoral care. 

▪ The promise of the Spirit is vital at this 

moment, because with everything turning 

upside down, the thought of facing everything 

alone would almost be too much. 

• Jesus knows that what lies ahead for the 

disciples they cannot do on their own, 

just like what lies ahead for us in the 



weeks and months to come we cannot do 

on our own; so we have this promise of 

the Holy Spirit, this promise of the 

Advocate, this one who will accompany 

us. 

 

➢ Really, that is what the promise of the Spirit is isn’t it?  

o The one who will walk with us, support us, remind us, teach us, help us, 

intercede for us, abide with us…the Advocate accompanies us, 

embodying all that Jesus taught us and continues to teach us. 

▪ In his explanation of the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, 

Martin Luther lays out what the Spirit does for us: “I believe that I 

cannot by my own understanding or effort believe in Jesus Christ 

my Lord, or come to him.  But the Holy Spirit has called me 

through the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, and sanctified 

and kept me in true faith.” 

• The Spirit is not another Jesus, instead the Sprit is a 

continuation of the ministry that Jesus started in his time 

on earth; that ministry is continued in and through each of 

us as the Advocate accompanies us through life. 

 

➢ And we need this accompaniment now more than ever as we seek that idea 

of normalcy again. 

o But to be honest, are we kidding ourselves if we think that all things 

will go back to the way they were?  Maybe, maybe not, a few months 

ago none of us would have thought life would be like it is now, all 

things have been disrupted; a few months from now do any of us have 

any idea what life will look like? 

▪ Which means how much more do we need the guidance of the 

Advocate as we discern what the new normal will look like. 

• What we can rely on with the help of the Spirit is that 

promise that God has given us through Christ Jesus, the 

promise of life and life abundant! 

 

➢ God loved us enough to become one of us, offering us that abundant life, 

giving up his life that we might have life abundant. 



o But he didn’t stop there, God raised Jesus from the dead to show us 

that nothing, not even death itself can keep God from loving us and 

redeeming the world. 

▪ And he didn’t stop there either, but rather God continues to 

come to us in the Holy Spirit to support, uplift, strengthen, and 

care for us; to accompany us through this thing called life. 

• We too, then, are called to accompany one another as 

together we share the love and light of God in Christ Jesus, 

as we love God and love our neighbor. 

o For the first Advocate you gave us Jesus, your only 

Son; and for the second, the gift of the Holy 

Spirit…Thy will be done. 

▪ Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


