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                     Normal? 

 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

➢ We read through or listen to this story and can feel the pain of Mary and Martha at 

the loss of their brother. 

o Martha coming out to meet Jesus with the words, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” 

▪ Were these words accusatory?  Did Martha know that Jesus delayed in 

coming to Bethany?   

▪ Or maybe they were a statement of faith.  Having heard of the healings 

Jesus had performed, surely, he could have healed Lazarus. 

• Or perhaps they were a mixture of both. 

o Mary comes out then to meet him, weeping, with the same words, “Lord, if 

you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

 

➢ We can feel their pain because, we have lost loved ones, we know what it is like to 

lose a brother or a sister, a mother or a father, a close friend. 

o And in that grief, we just want them back. 

▪ We just want things to get back to normal. 

• We know what it’s like to be Mary and Martha. 

 

➢ But what is normal?  Maybe the bigger question is what is normal after an encounter 

with Jesus? 

o Look at the last three readings we’ve had from John. 

▪ Each reading something amazing has happened, and with each reading 

Jesus proclaims he is the Messiah, and with each reading questions of 

belief in Jesus come up. 

• And with each reading what is “normal” has changed. 

 

➢ The woman at the well, “Come and see a man who has told me everything I have 

ever done!”   

o That woman on the outskirts of her community became a catalyst for that 

community to come to faith. 

▪ “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 

heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the savior of the 

world.” 

• This community has been changed through their experience with 

Jesus. 

 



➢ The man who was born blind, “Never since the world began has it been heard that 

anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.” 

o This man who used to sit and beg has become somewhat of a local 

celebrity…maybe not in the best way. 

▪ Time and again he is forced to retell the story, and despite the 

hostilities towards him he stands firm in both his story and that this 

man Jesus must be from God. 

• And when Jesus finds him, he asks, “Do you believe in the Son 

of Man?”  “Tell me, so that I may believe in him.” 

o His life is forever changed, he needs to learn a new 

“normal”. 

 

➢ Our story today, of Lazarus, “I know that my brother will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  

Those who believe in me even though they die, will live, and everyone who believes 

in me will never die.  Do you believe this?”  She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe 

that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

o We remember what happens next, “Lazarus, come out!” 

▪ The dead man came out. 

• Mary and Martha’s world is changed, it is not the “normal” they 

wanted back, but instead a new “normal” 

o Life is never going to be the same. 

 

➢ We are still in the midst of uncertain times.   

o I, for one, find myself feeling like Mary ad Martha, I want normal back. 

▪ But what is normal?  It seems that the only normal, or the only 

consistency we have in the world is inconsistency. 

• The normal in the Gospel readings from the past few weeks 

ceases to be normal when people confess who Jesus is, when 

asked “Do you believe this?” 

o A new normal exists, one where life is in the midst of 

death. 

 

➢ The same is true when you confess as well, when you confess Jesus to be the 

Messiah, when you, faced with the question of “Do you believe this?” say, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe.” 

o And it isn’t like those posts you find all over Facebook, maybe you’ve seen 

them, maybe not.  But they usually have a picture of Jesus, and say something 

to the effect of, “If you believe that Jesus is Lord, type Amen and share.” 

▪ Is that what belief looks like?  Sharing a posting on social media? 

• I don’t think so…I think belief in Christ goes much deeper than 

that, and it moves us to something much deeper than that. 



 

➢ Jesus never came to be anyone’s personal Lord and Savior; you never find the 

phrase in the Bible. 

o That kind of religion is more about the “me” and less about our neighbor. 

▪ And if Scripture has told us anything about Jesus it is that he came to 

bring life and life abundant to the world. 

• The very notion leads us to think less about ourselves and more 

about the community. 

 

➢ Selfishly, I miss gathering with you, I miss our community gathered together around 

Word and Sacrament.  I miss being church together…the “normal” church together. 

o Covid 19 has forced us into a new normal though, one where, we, as a 

community, cannot gather in person, for the sake of our neighbor, for the sake 

of those most vulnerable in our communities. 

▪ Belief in Jesus as the Messiah looks like staying at home, it looks like 

not hoarding essentials that everyone needs, it looks like thinking of 

others before deciding what it is that I want to do. 

• It is our belief in Jesus as the Messiah that unites us in solidarity, 

while we must be apart. 

 

➢ We are experiencing a lot of deaths in this time, the way we are used to things, 

going to school, work, gathering socially, going out to eat, these things and more we 

are mourning.   

o But as we are still church together, as we are united in our commitment to 

look out for those at a high risk, we still believe that life exists in the midst of 

death, and we will see this through. 

▪ That God’s love is stronger than this pandemic. 

• And we will hear those words, “Unbind them, unbind them from 

stay at home orders, unbind them from social distancing, unbind 

them from fear, unbind them, and let them go!” 

Thanks be to God! 

Amen 


